
Examiner’s commentary

Writing a 4,000-word essay is a huge task for a student. The burden of this is made much easier if a 
student finds a topic that they genuinely feel personally interested in and passionate about. In this 
essay, we are not told if the student is from Bermuda (the student should have said), but the student 
does say so in the Reflection Document. This makes the personal motivation clear. So, a good choice of 
topic for the student, and the Mathematics involved is well within the grasp of a good HL Maths student. 
At times, mathematical ideas are not fully explained with over reliance on references. It is important 
that an examiner is confident that the student fully understands the mathematics used. For this reason, 
essays that use mathematics too far beyond the syllabus often don’t score so well.  The reflections show 
a high degree of personal engagement – naturally, as this was a topic of such interest to the candidate. 

The IB believe that content owners have the right to protect their property from theft. We are working 
to make digital content widely available while protecting it through strategies that meet our community 
expectations. Piracy is best addressed through consumer education, the enforcement of current 
copyright laws and new technologies and business models that make legal access to digital content 
easy, convenient and affordable. Any violation of IB’s copyright will be prosecuted to the fullest extent 
of the law.














































































